Jessica Bruder

229 Union St. #3, Brooklyn, NY 11231

jessbruder@gmail.com // www.jessbruder.com
(917) 902-9493

Employment

• Adjunct professor, The Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, Aug. 2008-present


I teach RW1, a fall semester course on the fundamentals of reporting and news writing. I also work 


as a thesis advisor, mentoring individual students through their yearlong master’s projects.
• Freelance editor, Innovation Nation, CNNMoney.com, Dec. 2009-present


I acquire and edit stories for a weekly feature about creativity, entrepreneurship and technology.

• Author, “Burning Book: A Visual History of Burning Man,” Simon & Schuster
My narrative nonfiction, photo-illustrated account of Burning Man, an annual counterculture festival, won praise from The New York Times and The Los Angeles Times, where reviewers called it “quietly poetic.”
• Guest editor, The Committee to Protect Journalists, Oct. 2010


I edit news alerts about attacks on press freedom around the world. I am a temporary replacement for the senior editor, who is taking a month-long medical leave.
• Guest editor, Fortune Small Business magazine, Time Inc., New York, N.Y. Dec. 08-Nov. 09


I ran the monthly book review page and managed Startup, our news and trends section. I was a 


senior-level, in-house editor working on a full-time freelance basis. I managed a stable of 

freelance reviewers and reporters, launched two new franchises for the magazine (op-ed 


and health care), and assembled cover packages. 
• Staff writer, The Oregonian, Portland, Ore., Oct. 2006-May 2008


I covered crime, corruption and pubic safety at the largest daily newspaper in the Pacific 


Northwest. I broke national news, writing stories that were syndicated to The Washington Post, 

The San Francisco Chronicle, The Houston Chronicle and other papers. 
• Staff writer, The New York Observer, Apr. 2005-Feb 2006

I wrote culture features and covered city, state and national politics with A1 stories about the 

Clintons, Michael Bloomberg, Jon Corzine, Cory Booker and Bill Weld. 

• Intern, The New York Times, Trenton bureau, Sep. 2003-Sep. 2004

• Stringer, The New York Times, Metro desk, Apr. 2003-Mar 2005

• Assistant editor, Scholastic Press, Scholastic, Inc., New York, July 2000-Mar. 2003

• Freelance reader/reviewer, French children’s book manuscripts, Arthur A. Levine Books, an


imprint of Scholastic, Inc., New York, Sep. 1998-Mar. 2003
• Intern, Arthur A. Levine Books, Scholastic, Inc., New York, summer 1998

• Intern, Freedom-to-Write Committee, PEN American Center, New York, summer 1997

Freelance

• The New York Times (more than 120 bylined stories in Book Review, Metro, Style, Business, 

Technology, City, New Jersey Weekly sections)

• The Washington Post (Op-Ed, Book World/Children sections)

• CNNMoney.com (incl. projects from the Netherlands and Tanzania)  

• ProPublica (investigating Interpol Red Notice system)
• The Associated Press

Education

• Columbia University, New York, NY: M.S. Journalism, co-valedictorian, Oct. 2004


• Amherst College, Amherst, MA: B.A. English and French, summa cum laude, May 2000

• The Montclair Kimberley Academy, Montclair, NJ: graduated June 1996

Honors
• Fellow, The Knight Center for Specialized Journalism, University of Maryland, April 2009
• “Pie in the Sky”: Best in the West, best short feature (second place); SPJ Oregon, best short feature (second place), 2008

• “Burning Book”: First place, special trade category at the New York Book Show, 2008

• Pulitzer Traveling Fellowship, Columbia University, 2005



• Phi Beta Kappa, 2000



• Ralph Waldo Rice Prize, recognizing strongest English honors thesis, Amherst College, 2000



• Alpha Delta Phi/David P. Patchel Memorial Fund Grant, for travel to South Africa and post-thesis 




research/reporting on censorship under apartheid




South Africa, Amherst College, 2000



• Laura Ayres Snyder Poetry Prize, Amherst College, 1999



• National Merit Scholar, 1996

Flotsam/Extracurricular activities

• Blogger, laughingsquid.com, an online hub for art/tech/culture

• Fluent in French (studied/worked in Paris, 1999)

• Trained in copyediting/proofreading, New York University SCPS, 2000

• Proficient in Microsoft Office, Photoshop and Dreamweaver (have created standalone websites)
• Professional photography featured by The New York Observer, Blender Magazine,  

 CNNMoney.com and “Burning Book”
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